The first occurrence of the Indo-Pacific blue-barred parrotfish (Scarus ghobban) in the coastal waters of Cyprus is reported. The finding corroborates the establishment of this Lessepsian immigrant along the Levantine coasts.
Introduction
A total of 28 alien fish species has been reported so far in Cyprus, of which 26 have an Indo-Pacific or Indian Ocean origin (including the Red Sea) and have been introduced from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea via the Suez Canal (GOLANI et al., (update: 2009 KATSANEVAKIS et al., 2009) . This paper reports the first occurrence of the Lessepsian immigrant blue-barred parrotfish Scarus ghobban Forssk l, 1775 in the coastal waters of Cyprus. It is a wideranging species found from the eastern Pacific to the Red Sea and south to Algoa Bay in South Africa (RANDALL, 1986) . The blue-barred parrotfish inhabits a wide variety of habitats and feeds by scraping algae from rocks and corals. It lives solitary or in small groups and can reach up to 90 cm in length (FROESE & PAULY, 2010) .
A single specimen of S. ghobban ( (Fig. 2) .
Taking into account the above mentioned records and the present finding from Cyprus, the species should be classified as established in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea in the sense of the CIESM atlas series (fish species with at least three records in an area spread over time and space) KATSANEVAKIS et al. 2009 ). The establishment of a selfmaintaining population of S. ghobban in the (TZOMOS et al., 2010) , Gambierdiscus spp. (ALIGIZAKI et al., 2010) , Chama aspersa (DELONGUEVILLE & SCAILLET, 2010) , Paradella dianae (KIRKIM et al., 2010) and possibly the cryptogenic Gobius couchi (KOVACIC & GOLANI, 2007) , increases the number of alien marine species in Cyprus to 133.
